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1785, when Pitt generally dined out, was £96, which, reckoning the price at sixpence a pound, implied a delivery of 34 hundredweight. Other bills for provisions (wrote Smith to Wilberforce) " exceed anything I could have imagined." Apparently they rose in proportion to Pitt's absence from home. His accounts were kept by a man named Wood, whose book-keeping seems to have been correct; but Smith begged Wilberforce to urge on Pitt the need of an immediate reform of his household affairs.1 Whether it took place, we cannot tell; for this is one of the private subjects over which Bishop Tomline chose to draw the veil of propriety.
An economical householder would have found relief from the addition of £3,000 a year to his income. That was the net sum which accrued to him after August 1792, from the Lord Wardenship of the Cinque Ports.3 That Pitt felt more easy in his mind is clear from his letter to Lady Chatham, dated Downing Street, nth November 1793. She had been in temporary embarrassment. He therefore sent £300, and gently chid her for concealing her need so long. He continued as follows: "My accession of income has hitherto found so much employment in the discharge of former arrears as to leave no very large fund which I can with propriety dispose of. This, however, will mend every day, and at all events I trust you will never scruple to tell me when you have the slightest occasion for any aid that I can supply," 3
Unfortunately, Pitt soon fell into difficulties, and partly from his own generosity as Colonel of the Walmcr Volunteers. As we shall also see, he gave £2,000 to the Patriotic Fund started in January 1798. But carelessness continued to be his chief curse. In truth his lordly nature and his early training in the household of Chatham unfitted him for the practice of that bourgeois virtue, frugality. That he sought to practise it for the Commonwealth is a signal proof of his patriotism. We shall see that his embarrassments probably hindered him from a marriage, which might have crowned with joy Ins somewhat solitary life.
In the career of Pitt we find few incidents of the lighter kind,
1 "Corrcsp. of Wilberforce," i, 21-4.
* The gross income was £4,100; see Mr. E. W. Hamilton's estimate of Pitt's income(the total being ,£10,532) in App. C of Lord Rosebery's " Pitt."
3 Pretyman MSS.onesp. of Wilberforce," i, 9.uiihl hr ^rrb. lloiflilliclin-aunr'-i -c.i HHI I
